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usk went full-on corpo-

rate ralder a week into
his rolling clash with Twit-
ter, offering a $43 billion bid
for the company and warn-
ing he might sell his stake in
the service if rebuffed. Al A&

hit 5% far the first time in
more than a decade, extend-
ing a sharp rise that has yet
to significantly slow the
red-hot housing market. Al
#+ Goldman Sachs, Morgan
Stanley, Citigroup and Wells
Fargo reported double-digic
declines in profit for the
first quarter, and they all
posted lower revenue, Bl, B2
# U8, stocks fell, with major
incexes posting losses.
The S8&P 500, TV: and Dos
refreated 1.2%, 2.1% and 0.3%,
respectively, on Thursday. B9
4 The ECE will continue
to lag behind the Federal
Reserve in tightening mon-
etary policy despite rising
inflation, Lagarde said. Al6

+ TSMC signaled that the
global semiconductor short-
age is likely to continue, with
tight production capacity for
all types of chips it makes. B1
+ Amazon CEQ Jassy sadd
e wants to improwe worker
safiety and make additional
on reducing the com-
pany’s carban footprint. B1

+ Wairner Bros.

chief Zaslaw told employ-
ees that he wants CNN to
focus on maximizing its
impact, nor profitability. BY
+ Peloton will cut prices of
its stationary bikes and
treadmills and raise
maonthly subseriptions for
online workout classes. BL

Waorld - Wide
e

BYAN LASH/TED

# The flagship of Russia’s
Black Sea Fleet, the war-
ship Moskva, sank from
damage suffered from a
fire following what the
Ukrainian military said was
a cruise-missile attack tar-
geting the vessel. Al, A7-B
* Russia warned that it
could station nuclear forces
in and around a Russian ex-
clave in Morthern Europe
and bolster its military
presence there if Finland
and Sweden join NATO. AT

# Florida Gov. DeSantis
signed a law banning most
abortions after 15 weeks of

pregnancy, tightening restric-
tions in the state ahead of a
pivotal Supreme Court case. A3
+ A federal jury con-
victed El Shafee Elsheikh,
a British Islamic State
fighter, of being part of a
brutal cell that murdered
American hostages. A3

#+ The Omicron BA.2 vari-
ant has dominated new in-
fections in the U.S. for
weeks without setting off
a major surge so far. A5

#+ A booster dose of the
Covid-19 vaccine from Pfizer
and BioNTech generated a
strong immune response in
children 5 to 11 years old,
the companies said. AS

#* Three more Texas in-
ternational bridges will
see relief from state truck-

ing inspections that hawe
srupted trade with Mex-

ico, Gow. Abbott said. A2
+ .5, law enforcement
linked the

online crime syndicate con-
nected to the North Korean

govermment, to the hack of
online game Axie Infinity. B4
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Elon Musk, speaking Thursday at a TED conference in Vancouwver, said he aims to ensure Twitter is ‘maximally trusted.’

Musk Offers to Buy Twitter
As Company Mulls Poison Pill

Elon Musk went full-on cor-
porate raider a week into his
rolling clash with Twitter Inc..

By Rob Copeland.
Rebecca Elliott
arnd Cara Lombardo

offering a $43 billion bid for
the company and warning he
might sell his stake in the ser-

vice if rebuffed.

The Thursday offer was the
latest in a will-he-or-won’t-he
saga between the world's rich-
est man and the social-media
service. The offer was at once
serious—Mr. Musk disclosed it
in a federal filing—and at the
same time tinged with humor,
as the offer was for $54.20 per
share, a barely veiled mari-

juana reference.

Twitter confirmed it had
received the offer and said its
board would review the pro-
posal. It is also weighing a so-
called poison pill, a legal
mechanism that would prevent
Mr. Musk from increasing his
stake in the company signifi-
cantly, according to a person
familiar with the situation.

Inwestors were wmim-
pressed; Twitter shares fell
nearly 2% to $45.08 per share,
indicating skepticism that a
deal would happen.

Please furn fo page A6

* Musk looks to next frontier
after space, car ventures_ A&

# Heard on the Street: Offer
gives board a pricey out.. B10

Takeover Bid Faces Many Hurdles

By Liz Horrman
Anp Cana Losparoo

The richest man in the
world should be able to buy
anything he
ANALYSIS wants. But Elon
Musk’'s $43 billion
bid for Twitter Inc. looks like
a long shot.
Shareholders aren't rally-

ing behind him. The board is
preparing to throw up road-
blocks and might put in
place a so-called poison pill
to block Mr. Musk from ac-
quiring more shares. And it
isn't clear that Mr. Musk, de-
spite his vast fortune, can
come up with the money.
Like everything with the
Tesla Inc. chief executive,

crypto enthusiast and Twitter
troll, Mr. Musk’s $54.20-a-
share offer flouts nearly every
norm in the merger playboak.
The eccentricity that helped
miake him a billionaire could
now be a lisbility in the eyves
of Twitter's board and the fi-
nancial backers he'll need.
Mr. Musk said at a TED
Talk on Thursday that he is

not sure he will acﬂaally pull
it off, though he s has
“sufficient assets.
He has given no indication
of how he mizht pay for the
deal. Would-be acquirers—
especially uninvited ones—
typically show up with the
money in hand, or at least a
guarantee from a bank that
Please turn fo page A6
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Russian
Warship
Sinks in
Black Sea

Kyiv claims missile
strike on the Moskva,
which Moscow denies;
loss marks big setback

By ¥Yarosiav TrROFIMOV
Ann Tuosas Grove

KYTV, Ukraine—The flagship
of Russia’s Black Sea Fleet, the
warship  Moskva, sank on
Thursday from damage
fered from a fire Follo
what the Ukrainian military
said was a cruise-missile
strike targeting the vessel.

Russia said the source of
the fire was unknown, but had
set off explosions of ammuni-
tiom on board. The Russian De-
fense Ministry said the ship
sank in stormy weather be-
cause of structural damage as
it was being towed to port,
state agencies reported.

The loss of the Moskva rep-
resents a significant blow to
Russias military and compro-
mises security for its entive
Black Sea Fleet. Russian ships in
the Black Sea have been used to
fire cruise missiles at Ukrainian
cit ince the war began on
Feh. 24, targeting infrastructure,
fuel depots, military bases and
civilian administrative buildings.

A Ukrainian military
spokesman said earlier in the
day the boat had capsized and
had started to sink as a result
of the attack.

The Russian Defense Minis-
try. in an earlier statement,
said the Moskva's crew, which
usually numbers some 500
sailors. was rescued after a
fire that led to the explosion.

Please turn to page A7

The Ukraine Crisis
* New U.S, military ald turns
to offensive help

—— AT

# Developing world stays
quiet on conflict .. ... A8

+ Companies add up Russian
business loss AB

Retail

10%
Spending
Rises
Again &
S, retail sales 4
increased in March
for the third z

straight month as
CONSUMErs
comfromted the
highest inflation in
four decades and
absorbed record-
high gasoline
prices, Retail and
restaurant spending
rose by 0.5%
comparad with the
previous month. A2
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‘I Hate Doodle Dogs

U5 retail sales, March
change froma +0.5%
month earlier

22

: Endless

Poodle Hybrids Spark Backlash

The popular pets pit

*

owners against people

tired of seeing Lhe pooches everywhere

By Saran E. NEEDLEMAN

Since adopting an Austra-
lian labradoodle a few months
ago, Luke Kanies has felt a lit-
tle sheepish that his new pet,
Westley, doesn't align with his
nonconformist lifestyle,

Mr. Kanies stands out as a
tech entreprenaur with
pierced ears and a mind-set
that comes from growing up
on a hippie commune. His
four-legged companion van-
ishes in the hordes of “doodle
dogs"—canines that are part
poodle and part other
breeds—that populate the
parks of Portland, Ore, Al-
most all of them have
curly coats and button
NOSEs, making e
Westley far from =2 r
unigue,

=1 knew they were

popular, but not this popular,™
said Mr. Kanies, 46 years old.
“It's like showing up at a party
wearing the same dress as ev-
erybody else.”

A deluge of doodle dogs
that has been in the making
for more than a decade turned
into a tsunami during the pan-
demic. Despite typically cost-
ing a few thousand dollars
apiece, poodle hybrids, which
come in more than a dozen va-
rieties, seem to be taking over
the dog runs across the coun-

ry. Their omnipresence,
though, has triggered a
backlash that has
built up online and
spilled into the real
world.

The trendy ca-
., Nines have been
Please furnio
pageAd

Mortgage Rates Climb to 5%,
Highest in More Than 10 Years

By MatTT GROSSMAN

The interest rate on the
U.5.'s most popular mortgage
hit 5% for the first time in more
than a decade, extending a
sharp rise that has vet to sig-
nificantly slow rthe red-hor
housing market.

Interest on the average 30-
vear fixed-rate mortgage
climbed from 4.72% a week
ago to its highest level since
early 2011, government-maort-

company Freddie Mac
said Thursday. Fifteen months
ago, mortgage rates were at

all-time lows.

The fastest three-month in-
crease In interest rates since
1987 has made the housing
market ground zero for the
Federal Reserve's efforts to
tame inflation. Home buyers,
already facing surging house
prices, are now contending
with a substantial increase in
financing expenses, further
lifting monthly payments.

A year ago, buying the me-
dian U.S. home at prevailing
rates meant a monthly mort-
gage bill of about $1,223 after
a 20% down payment, accord

ing to calculations by George
Ratiu, an economist at Real-
torcom. At recent rates, such
a purchase would reguire a
monthly payment of nearly
£1,700—a 38% increase, he es-
timated. (News Corp, parent of
The Wall Street Journal, oper-
ates Realtor.com.)

Even compared with sear-
ing inflation elsewhere in the
econamy, that counts as ex-
traordinary price growth. It
also strikes ar rthe bedrock of
many families’ finances, Mr.
Ratiu said. “Most Americans

Please furn fo page A2

You Lease, You Owe,

‘Hell or High Water’

Some small businesses leasing equipment
find themselves stuck when trouble strikes

By RUTH Sivon

Small-business owners of-
ten rely on leasing for the
equipment they need, from
trucks to restaurant ovens,

s a way to get set up with-
having to pour in a lot of

The pandemic upended
many of those small busi-
nesses' plans, In the proc
it has fueled bitter clashes
berween owners and leasing
companies,

The culprit is a provision
in most lease and finance
eontracts that binds owners
to make years of monthly
payments, no matter what
happens to their business
and even if the eguipment
doesn't work or is returned.

The industry calls it the
“hell or high water clause.™

Micole Carranza and her
husband leased $59,00:0
worth of equipment for a
restaurant they planned to
open in La Habra, Calif, just
before the pandemic. After it
began, they couldn't finance
additional equipment, so
they dropped their plan and
canceled the order.

Omly one item had
shipped. The vendor re-
turned the money paid for
the rest of the equipment to
the leasing company, Pawnee
Leasing Corp.

Pawnee told the Carranzas
they still had a lease con-
tract. It said that after a de-
duction for the returned

Please furn fo page A9

INSIDE

JASON GAY
Is it OK to celebrate
just making the
playoffs? If you're the
Timberwolves, yes. A12

MANSION
The Omaha home
where Warren Buffett
launched his business
empire is for sale. M
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Cities Rethink
Traffic Stops
By the Police

This article is by David D. Kirk-
patrick, Steve Eder and Kin Barker,

Los Angeles is overhauling its
traffic policing, aiming to stop
pulling over cars — frequently
with Black drivers — for rivial in
fractions like broken taillights or
expired tags as a pretext to search
for drugs or guns,

“We want to fish with a hook,
not a net,” Police Chief Michel
Moore said.

Los Angeles last month became
the biggest city to restrict the po-
licing of minor vielations. In Phila-
delphia, a ban on such stops has
just taken effect. Pittsburgh; Se-

e; Berkeley, Calif; Lansing,
Mich.; Brooklyn Center, Minn;
and the State of Virginia have all
taken similar steps. Elsewhere
across the country, a hall-dozen
prosecutors have said they wi
nat bring charges based on evi-
dence collected st these stops.

Dfficials pushing the new rules
cite data showing that minor stops
not only disproportionarely snare
Black drivers but also do little to
combat serious crime or improve
public safety, and some escalate
into  aveidable violence, ewven
killing officers or drivers,

The latest example is the death
in Grand Rapids, Mich., of Patrick
Lyoyva, an unarmed Z6-year-old
Black man who was pulled over
for a mismatched license plate
and, after a brief struggle, was ap-
parently shot in the head from be-
hind, according to videos released
on Wednesday. An hour away in
Lansing, new rules seek to pre-
vent such deadly encounters,

“There is a trust factorn,” Mayor
Andy Schor of Lansing said in an
interview last month, “that if you
get pulled over — whether it's a
mowving violation, or pretextual, or
whatever — youTre nol going to
end up dead.”

Police chiefs and criminologists
say the rule changes amount to
the first major reconsideration of
traffic policing since the early
1880s, when rising crime rates, a
shift toward more proactive polic-
ing and the advent of squad car
computers for checking driver
records helped make pretextual
stops a cormerstone of enforce-
et

“Never before have govern-
ment officials, policymakers or
prosecutors tried to limit how po-
lice officers use traffic stops in
their investigatory role — in fact,
historically, making these siops
was encouraged,” said Sarah A.

Continued on Page Al15

an village west of Kyiv, on Thursday. The nation continued to brace for a Russian offensive in the east.

Soviet-Era Missiles Now Guard Ukraine’s Skies

By ANDREEW HIGGINS

DOBRA, Slovakia — Driving
back to his village near the
Ukrainian border last week, the
mayor had to stop o let a train
pass and assumed he wouldn't
have to wait long. But the flatbed
wagons, stacked high with mili
tary equipment, just kept coming.
He waited for nearly half an hour

“It was a very long train, much
longer than usual,” recalled Miko-
las Csoma, the mayor of Dobra, a
previously sleepy village in east
ern Slovakia that, over the past
maonth, has become a crucial ar-
tery funneling weapons and am-
munition into Ukraine by rail
from the West,

The train that delayed Mr. Cso-
ma's drive home not only was un-
usually long but also signaled a
singular escalation in Western ef-
forts to help Ukraine defend itself.
It carried an air defense system
made up of 45 surface-to-air mis-
siles, four launchers and radar
systems to guide the rockets to
their targets, which in Ukreaine
means Russian warplanes and
missiles.

As President Viadimir V. Putin
of Russia vows to fight the war to
irs ~full completion” and his forces
regroup for an expected push in
Ukraine’s east, NATO countries,

An Air Defense Syslem
From Slovakia Adds
to the Arms Flow

including the United States, are
scramhbling to keep the weapons
flowing and bulk up the country's
defenses,

Bolstering  Ukraine’s  long-
range air defense capabilities is
seen  as  especially  critical,
Ukraine already h its  own
5-300 and other air defense sys-
tems, but some of these have been
destroyed, leaving Russia with a
large degree of freedom o hit
Ukrainian targets from the air
with warplanes and cruise mis-
siles.

Increasingly desperale o re-
werse this imbalance, President
Volodymyr Zelensky of Ukraine
dly  pleaded with
lose the sky over
by imposing a no-fly
zone, But MATO has been unwi
ing to send its own warplanes into
Ukraine.

Instead, the United States of-

CHILLIER THAN USUAL The war has di

fered Slovakia, a fellow MNATO
member, a substitute battery of
American-made Patriot mi
if it woould “donate” its aging S-300
system to Ukraine.

Jarpslay Nad, Slovakia's de-
fense minister and a gung-ho sup-
parter of Ukraine, said it would
have been wunthinkable before
Russia’s invasion for his country
to send large gquantities of even
‘basic weapons across its eastern
‘border free of charge, never mind
an old but still powerful Soviet-
made antiaircrafll System.

“But this is the world’s new re-
ality” he said in an interview in
Bratislava, the Slovak capital.
“We are a frontine state. We have
war on our border and more than
330,000 Ukrainians coming to our
country. The paradigm is com-
pletely different now.™

M. Putin, he said, “is equal to
Hitler™ and must be stopped in
Ukraine before he can move far-
ther West, “Ukraine is literally
fighting for our future,” he said.

Like Slovakia, other countries
are also speadily expanding the
scope of their military aid, The
No. 2 Pentagon official met in

Continued on Page A0

ded Russians, Ukrainians and

Norwegians who live side by side in a tiny Arctic archipelago. PAGE A7

RUSSIAN FLAGSHIP

SINKS IN BLACK SEA;
E.U COULD BAN OIL

Ukraine Claims Its Missiles Hit Vessel —

Moscow’s Global Isolation Grows

By MATINA STEVIS-GRIDNEFF and RICHARD PEREZ-PENA

BRUSSELS — Russia's falter-
ing war against Ukraine suffered
a padr of sethacks Thursday when
the flagship of Russia’s Black Sea
flewt sank after a catastrophic ex-
plosion and fire, as the European
Union moved closer to an embar-
£o0 on Russian oil imports.

Ukraine claimed to have struck
the wessel, the guided missile
cruiser Moskva, with two of its
own Meptune missiles, while Rus-
sia said the blast was caused by
ammunition aboard the ship. If
confirmed, the missile attack
would be a serious blow to Russia,
both militarily and symbaolically
— proof that its ships can no long-
er operate with impunity, and an-
other damaging blow to morale.

It would also give a lift o
Ukrainian hopes, while demon-
strating the ders’  home-
srown technological capacity and
exposing an embarrassing weak-
ness in the Russian navy's an-
timissile defenses.

Meoscow also faces the possibl
1oss of European markets in fos:
fuels, which are providing billions
of dollars a month to support its
war effort, The European Union

has long resisted calls to reduece
its energy dependency on Russia,
but officials revealed on Thursday
that an oil embargo is in the works
and is likely to be adopted in the
coming weeks,

That comes on top of a previ-
ously announced ban on imports
of Russian coal. Taken together,
the steps are bound to raise fuel
and electricity prices in Europe,
potentially disrupting the econ-
omy and provoking a politi
backlash.

Ukraine continues to brace for a
Russian offensive in the eastern
Donbas region — where Mosoow
has said it will focus its war efforts
afterits failure to capture the capi-
tal, Kyiv — while Russian forces
squeerze the shrinking pocket of
resistance in the ruined southern
port of Mariupol. The devastation
rained there has offered a dire
warning of what may befall other
cities in the event of a prolonged
Russian siege, prompting a mass
exodus of civilians from the Don-
bas.

Its international isolation deep-

Continued on Page A9

In Russia, a New Iron Curtain

Falls on Storied Ballet Stages

By ALEX MARSHALL

AMSTERDAM — Just days af-
ter the invasion of Ukraine, Olga
Smirnova, one of Russia’s most
important ballerinas, posted an
emotional statement on Telegram,
the messaging app. “I am against
war with all the fibers of my soul,”
she wrote.

=1 mever thought I would be
ashamed of Russia” she added.
“but now 1 feel that a line has been
drawn that separates the before
and the after™

That’s certainly been true for
Ms. Smirnova, 30. As the war got
worse, and dissent in Russia was
ruthlessiy quashed, Ms.
Smirnoeva, who had gone to Dubai
to recover from a knee injury, real-
imed that she could no longer re-
turn home. “If 1 were to go back to
Russia, I would have to com-
pletely change my opinion, the
way [ felt about the war” Ms.

Smirnova said in a recent inter-
wview in Amsterdam, adding that
returning would be, “quite frankly,
dangerous.”

So she left the Bolshod, the stor-
ied company whose name is syn-
onymous  with ballet, with its
gilded theaters just blocks from
the Kremlin, uproated her life and
moved to Amsterdam, where she
joined the Durch National Ballet.

The departure of Ms. Smirnova
is a blow to the pride of a nation
where, since the days of the czars,
bkallet has had an outsize impor-
tance as a national treasure, a
leading cultural export and tooel of
soft power. Her move is one of the
muost visible symbaols of how Rus-
sia’s invasion of Ukraine has up-
ended ballet, as prominent artists
shun Russia's storied dance oom-
panies; theaters in the West can-

Cortinued on Page AG

33 Bullets, a Crowded Subway
And, Astonishingly, No Deaths

By SARAH MASLIN NIR

Inside the roughly 750 square
feet of a subway car on Teesday
morning, a gunman unleashed a
hail of bullets, firing at rush-hour
commuters al close range — cap-
Live victims,

While 33 bullets were sprayed
from his Glock handgumn, they
wounded only 10 passengers.
More than a dozen other people
were injured, some of them chok-
ing on smoke fPom the two devices
the police said Frank R. James
detonated before he starved shoot-
ing.

As the police announced the
capture of Mr. James on Wednes-
day, the city steadied itself after
an attack that has no equivalent in
the subway's history, and the re-
lease of more victims from hospi-
tals underscored a remarkable
truth:

Mol one person died.

“1 don't understand the physics
of it; he's feet away from peaple
with a firearm that is designed w

kill people — and no one got
Killed,” said Paul M. Barrett, the
author of “Glock: The Rise of
America’s Gun. “I think it is ei-

ther remendous luck — or a mir-
acke"

In some way s, the city has been
spared. There will be no memorial
wreaths or votive candles laid at
the 36th Street subway stop in
Sunset Park, Brooklyn, where the
attack oocurred, and there will be
no funerals to atwend.

Whether it was the result of
fate, fortune, a malfunctioning 9-
millimeter handgun or poor
marksmanship, what became
clear asdetails emerged about Mr.
James — a 62-year-old with ad-
dresses in Philadelphia and Wis-
consin — is how much worse the
artack could have been.

Mr. James has been charged
with the federal crime of commit-
ting a terrorist act on a mass tran-
sit system.

Continwed on Poge A6

After Toying With Twitter, Musk Now Wants It All

This article is by Mike Isaac, Kote
Conger and Lauren Hirsch,

For the past two weeks, Elon
Musk has made it clear he wants
to own a piece of Twitter, First, he
revealed that he bought 9 percemnt
of the company. Then he toved
with joining its board of directors.
And then he backed out, while
tweeeting a string of insults abowt
Twitter te his 21 million followers,
But en Wednesday night, be made
hiz boldest move yvel: He said he
wanted to buy the whole company.

M Musks unsolicited bid,
which could be worth more than
on, could have a big im-
pact on political discourse arownd
the world because he strongly
supports unfettered free s
and has bristled when Twitter has
removed posts and barred users,

In a statement, Twitter said it
would “carefully review the pro-
pasal” But after a board meeting
that started early Thursday morn-
ing and lasted several hours, Twit-
ter's executives and directors
seemed ready for a fight. They ap-
pearsd Lo be marshaling investors
against M. Musk's plans, and sig-

M AT

or could change its modera

Elon Musk's bid for Tl

FRARC CETTY [MACES

n policies.

naled that he would have to spend
billions more if he wanied 0 own
the company.

Twitter is also considering a
corporate defense tactic o fend
aff Mr Musk., It is welghing
putting in place a so-called poison
pill, a maneuver intended to ward
of [ an unwanted akeover offer by
making the target's shares more

expensive, said two people who
were familiar with the matter but
could not speak for the company.

Mr Musk said that if he suc-
ceeded in acquiring Twitter, he in-
ended to relax the company’s
moderation policies and make
public its algorithm for ranking

Corntinued on Puge AIS
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Pulling Away From France

Many African countries are increas-

ingly troubled by the engoing influence
PAGE AS

af thelr former colonbal power,
An Antarctic Puzzle Solved

Vast plumes of warm Pacific air proba-

bly caused the collapse of twa ice
shelves, rescarchers say.
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ingly on edge.

Keeping Track of the Virus
Scientists are looking for better way's 1o
maonitor the pandemic as an increasing
reliance on at-home testing is making

official counts less reliable.

Expanding a Gifted Program
Mayor Eric Adams said New York
would add seats for kindergartners and
third graders and scrap a test. PAGE A20

Road Rage Shootings on Rise
Dozens of episodes have been reparted
in Texas alone amid a pandemic surge
in gun purchases and a country Increas-
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Mo Quick Fix for Supply Chain
The Biden administration’s economic

advisers see factors besi
demic complicating global trading
patterns for years to come.

Shelling Out to Squeeze In

Jet fuel prices are surging, sending
airfares higher, but so far that has failed
wr deter consumers, who seem deter-

From Booming to Buying Time
A changing environment is testing the
business model of the $15 billion rapid-
delivery start-up Gopuff,

o5 the pan-
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A Crackling ‘American Buffalo”
Jesse Green has high praise for a revival
of David Mamet's play. Above, L
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It’s Jackie Robinson Day
The Hall of Fame wi
of & two-year project Lo re-examine the
Journey of Black players.
Eye Rolls Turn to Exhilaration

The Europa Conference League, origi-
nally dismissed as

Il anmounce the start
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Putting a New Face on Liberty
The Italian-born artist Paola Pivi took

one of America's most familiar symbols
and made it new and strange.

PAGE CH)

354613

o I |||I|| |||I|I



PR i w8 W A et Mhirglin,

he Aashington Post

nE VL ova ova v

%mmrmmm.m. Tomorrow: Shower 71/45 BS
Blast sinks Russian warship

Musk
moves to
take over
Twiller

Tesla chief says making
platform private will
safeguard “town sguare

By Farz Siooigur
AND AARON GREGE

Elon Musk has launched a
#43 billion hostile takeover bid

hind Tesla uses as a hobby to
eonnect with his 81 million fil-
lowers, saying he thinks the plat-
form is essential to the function-
ing of democracy.

At a TED conference on Thurs-
day, Musk outlined his plan w
take Twitter private, saying he
sees the pl 85 & way to
foster conversation and potential-
Iy even prevent international con-
flicts. But he acknowledged that if
he wok ownership he would be
blamed for problems, and even
before that his bid could fail.

“My strong intitive sense is
that having a public platform that
is maximally trusted and broadhy
inclusive is extremely important
to the future of civilization,” e

id. “1 don't care about the eco-
momibes at all”

The offer to take the company
private in a securities filing dated
Wednesday for $54.20 a share
marks a major escalation in a
weeks-long battle by Musk to gain
influence at Twitter, following his
acguiring & more than 9 percent
stake and flirting with a seat on
the board. In the filing, he called it
a "best and final offer” If it is not
accepted, he added, “Iwould need
to reconsider my position as a
sharcholder™

Twitter confirmed in a news
release Thursday that it had re-
ceived an “unsolicited, nonbimd-
ing proposal™ from Musk “The
Twitter Board of Directors will
ecarefully review the proposal to

SEE MUSK ON ALS

Democracy Dies in Darkness

PAWEL WUV, RELUTERS

A residential building destroyed during the Russian siege of Mariupol, where Ukrainian defenders have been losing ground.

For Tunisians. ripple effects
come down to a loaf of bread

ey Davin J. LyNce

TUNIS — The big man wearing
the Volvo Trucks baseball cap
refused to take no for an answer
when baker Mobamed Lounissi
told him he was out of bread.
The last five haguettes rest-
ing on the sounter belonged to
another customer, a woman
who had paid for them earlierin

Lounissi explained.

The man quickly grew agitat-
ed, pointing and reaching
across the glass display case.
“¥ou have bremd, but you don’t

want te sell it o me” he com-
plained. “Give me bread or I'm
calling the police!™
As Lounissi repeated that the
bakery had exhausted its sup-
ply, the man pulled out his
cellphone and summoned the
authorities, a scene captured by
the store’s security camera amd
later replayed for a journalist.
When a police officer arrived,
Lounizsi explained the situation
to him and the big man even-
tually  stormed off  without
bread or satisfaction.
“I closed for 10 days becanse [
didn't have supplies and just
UL TUNISIA ON ATT

Poland builds a border wall
while welcoming Ukrainians

BY CaHico Harvam
AND ProTh ZAKOWIECKT

MICHALOWG, POLAND — Her
impulse was to welcome peaple
in desperation, so Maria Ancip-
iuk made sure her border town
was ready. As  immigrants
mestly from the Middle East
started streaming into Poland
last year from Belarus, she
lobbied the mayor to offer up
twio empty town-owned apart-
ments for anybady who might
need them, Velunteers changed
the wallpaper and renovated
the flooring. Ancipink bonght a
refrigerator and a television.

Five months later. though,
the apartments are empry

Rather than being welcomed
into Polish homes, the wvast
majority of people crossing
from Belarus are being de-
tained or pushed back by Polish
authorities.

Thast stanece, in effect just to
the north of Poland's border
with Ukraine, means two dif-
ferent groups seeking the same
thing — refuge — are arriving
to find what amounts to two
different versions of Europe,

Along one segment of Po-
land's border, where 2.5 million

SEE POLAND 0N Ale
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STRIKE OR ACCIDENT
SIDES DISPUTE CAUSE

Moscow missive warns
LS. NATO on weapons

BY JOANNA SLATER,
Dar LAMOTHE,
Exminy RavHALA
AND KaneEn DEYOUNG

Russias premierwarship in the
Elack Sea sustained severe dam-
and sank on its way back to
port early Thursday, & major syrm-
balie blow to Moscow as the inva-
siom of Ukraine entered its eighth
week and both sides prepare for a
potentially devastating battle over
‘theeastern Donbas region.

The caunse of the expt.mskm [
the missile cruiser Moskva re-
mains contested, with Russia say-
ing a fire detonated ammunition
onboand and foreed the crew to
evacuate. Ukraine said it struck
the Russian vessel with a missile,
and a senior LS, official told The
Washington Post on Thu
evening that the ship sank as a
result of a Ukrainian attack, but
did ot confirm what weapon was
used.

Earlier in the day, ILS. national
security advizer Jake Sullivan
called the damage to the ship a
sethack for Russia regandless of
hovw it was disabled. Either it was
“just incompetence” or “they came
under attack.” he said at a break-
fast. “Meither is a particularly

outeome for them"

The war in Ukraine, which Pres-
ident Biden this week described as
genochde, has killed thousands of
wivilians, forced more than 4.7 mil-
lion Ukrainians to flee the country
and reordered the geopolitical
landscaps in Europe.

Smaller European nations that
also feel threatened by Russia

SEE UKRAINE ON AS

50 days of war: Five ways Russia's
imasion has changed the world, AS

C1A: Director labets Bucha kilings
“orimes” and blasts Putin, AlL

Timely prayer: For Passover,
words that recognize refugees. B1

Far from Congo. family finds peril in Michigan

Parents mowrn their son,
fatally shot this month
by Grand Rapids police

BY Sam EASTER
AND BRITTANY SIHAMMAS

GRAND BAPIDS, MICH. — Peter
and Dorcas Lyova thought they
had found safe haven in the Unit-
ed States, a world away from the
vielenee in their home country,
the Democratic Republic of Con-
0.

That sense of security was shat-
tered last weelk, when their oldest
son Patrick Lyoya was killed by a
police officer in the western Mich-
igan city of Grand Rapids. What
Iegan as a traffic stop ended with
Lyoya shot in the head, the latest
police shooting of an unarmed
Elack man to shake the nation. He
was 26 years old, a father of twe.

“I'm surprised and astonished
to see that it's here that my son
his been killed with a bullet,” his

SEE SHOOTING ON Als

IN THE NEW!

==

BALL PLOLINOVOETTY IMAGES

Dorcas Lyoya spoke tearfully Thursday about the killing of her son, Patrick Lyoya, by a police officer,
“I'm surprised and astonished to see that it's here that my son has been Killed with a bullet,” she said.

Their harrow
14 month

Heated testimony from
hostages in lone U_S. trial
for one of “the Beatles”

Y Racuer WEINER
AND JUSTIN JOUVENAL

Syria's civil war was ragi i
March 2013 when black vehicles
cut off an Italian aid worker's car
in the north of the country
Masked gunmen forced Federico
Motka and a colleague into the
trunk of a car and sped off.

loomee to Syria, you mute”
Motka recalled one of the captors
ominously telling the aid workers
in British-accented English, be-
fore they were driven to acamp of
Islamist militants who were bat-
tling the Syrian regime.

This was the beginning of
4 months of torment for Motka
and other foreigners held by a
group that would seon be knawn
waorldwide as the Islamic State. In

LIRERTO TUGHOLL FOR THE WAGHINGTOM POSST
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Jpaid
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e toll 'I'hruug.h child marriage or

THE NATION

The Republican-led
Kentucky legislature
passed one of the most
restrictive abortion laws
in the nation, overriding
Democratic Gowv. Andy
Beshear's veto. Az

The man aceosed of
shaooting 10 peaphe
aboard a Brooklyn sub-
way train appeared in
court and was ordered
held without bail. A3

THE WORLD

Sonﬂl Korean Presi-
elect Yoon Suk-
].'cal said his country

must take on a larger
role in the world and be-
come a stronger ally to
the United States. A7
Marine Le Pen tested
the limits of trying to
portray hersellas a
more maoderate poli
cian in the French presi-
dential election. 13

THE ECONOMY

rates
awelled above § percent
for the first time in more
than a decade, an unex-
pectedly rapid ascent
that could usher new
nneerainty into an

inflation-dogged econo-
oy Al

House lawmakers.
launched an investiga-
thon inte the e

Lity verification contre-
tor IDv e, At

THE REGION
Amtrak is moving to
seize control of Unson
Station through emi-
nent domain to pursoe
repairs and concourse
expansion, Bl
'II‘Ilis week marks
ars rlfnheﬂ-ﬁnnl(.
||!|Jun:|.|1|.@,::ns| walng
over the National Zoo's
Eiant pamdas, B

e private consor-

tium managing Mary-
land’s Purple Line proj-
ect has signed a $2.3 bil-
lion contract with o mew
comstruction team to
complets 1
delaved Tight-rai .
A 15-year-old who was
shot to death this week
just steps from hiis mew
ho imbia

d enveoun-
tered tensions in the
D.C. meighborhood, his
family =aid. E1

Two dogs were taken
during separate armed
robberies in DO, com
img s the city

INSIDIE

ng accounl:
of torment by I¢

Alexandria federal court, Motka
testified that he grew to fear the
British-accented man and two
others from England the most.
Captives dubbed them “the Beat-
les.™

During the only ULS. trial for a
member of the infamous termor
«cell named after the British rock
group, Motka and other hostages
have offered searing testimony
about their captivity. El Shafee
Elsheikh was convicted Thursday
for his role in the kidnapping and
deaths of four Americans — jour-
nalizts James Foley and Steven
Sothoff and aid workers Peter Kas-
sig and Kayla Mueller.

In the eight years since the
Islamic State horrified people
around the world by beheading
humanitarians and reporters on
cameria, many of the witnesses
have shared their stories in books
and media interviews. But this
month’s trial was the first time

SEE HOSTAGES ON A4

Convicted: British 1515 militant
Builty in killing of hostages. A4

WEEKEND
Panda party

A Euise 10 celehrating
50 years of giant pandes
at the National Zoo.

STYLE

Amy's boycott

The popular organic food
company s accused of
st reating workess, CL

CONENI & 30
T Voshungien P ey LB, Mo, 5301

Iy

TO&628



STos A

$3.686 DESIGNATED AREAS HIGHER o

Auditor
faults

state on
corrupt
lawyers

Long-awaived report
says the bar failed to
rein in attorneys with
problematic records.

By MATT HAMILTON

The State Bar of Califor-
nia has failed to effectively
discipline corrupt attornevs,
allowing lawyers to repeat-
violate professional
standards and harm mem-
bers of the public, according
to a long-awaited audit of
the agency released Thurs-
day.

The audit of the State
Bar was ordered last year by
the Legislature in the wake
of a Los Angeles Times
investigation that docu-
mented how the now-dis-
graced attorney Tom Gl-
rardi cultivated close re-
lationships with the agency
and kept an unblemished
law license despite over 100
lawsuits against him or his

firmmn — with many alleging
misappropriation of client
money.

After the State Bar ac-
knowledged its “mistakes"”
in handling complaints
against Grirardi that
spanned four decades, the
Legislature mandated the
public examination ofthe at-
torney discipline system.

The audit concluded that
the State Bar failed to prop-
erly investigate some attor-
neys even as complaints
poured in, relled on confi-
dential warning letters and
other nonpublic methods
that did little to deter mis-
wconduct, and has not dealt

[See Audit, A12]

Musk’s
unlikely
bid to buy
"Twitter

Wall Street appears
skeptical of Tesla
CEO’s well-hyped
$43-billion proposal.

By Russ MITCHELL,
BriaN CONTRERAS AND
SamMaNnTHA MAasuUNAGA

It was a classic Elon
Musk move: announce a new
offering that would radib-
cally transform the technol-
ogy landscape. flog it on-
stage and in social media
posts, only for it to turn out
that the offering in question
was nowhere close Lo mar-
ket-ready.

Only this time, it wasn't a
self-driving taxi or domestic
robot or electric truck the
world's richest man was
touting. It was a plan to buy
Twitter, Musk’'s favorite
megaphone and time-wast-
er and, according to him, a
public sguare of vital impor-
tance to democracy.

Early Thursday, the
Tesla and SpaceX chiel exe-
cutive notified the Securi-
ties and Exchange Commis-
sion of a bid to buy all of
Twitter for $54.20 a share, or
$43 billion. “Twitter needs to
be transformed as a private
company,” he wrote in a let-

[See Muslk, AH]

The politicization
of social media
Elon Musk's offer to buy
Twitter raises concerns
over how he would han-
dle content. BUSINESS, AS

202z L8

A WOMAN trains as a member of Ukraine’s Ter

EFREM LUBATSEY Asscclated Press
itorial Defense Forces, the nation’s reserve unit. Besides

wining the resarves, civilians have aided the war effort by delivering supplies, donating food and more.

Helping any way they can

As civilians step up, even peeling potatoes is heroic

By KATE LINTHICUBM

More

than 4.6 million

people have fled Ukraine
since Russia invaded on Feb.
24, sparking the largest ref-
ugee crisis in BEurope since
Waorld War II. They have
traveled on buses and trains,
folded their dearest pos-
sessions inte  suilcases,
They hawve crossed into for-
eign lands, their futures un-
Enown.

But millions more have
stayed to help defend their
country. Some have taken
up arms. but others are help-
ing in different ways. There
is the teacher who now peels
potatoes in a soup kitchen.
The DI stalling emergency
call lines who says she keeps
“a small room in my brain” to
hold all the pain she has
heard. There are psycholo-

gists trying to help people
process trauma in real time
and students risking their

[See Civilians, Ad]

CAROLYN COLE Los Angeles Thmes

SVITLANA DOROSHENKO kisses her boy Maxim as lhor Doroshenko, her
father, watches the news in their Odesa apartment. They can™t afford to flee.

Ilatimes.com

RUSSIA
LOSES A
KEY SHIP
BEFORE
ASSAULT

Sinking follows strike
by Ukraine. Moscow
WwWaArns two nations

over NATO interest.

By PATRICKE J.
McDoONNELL,
Nania BoLos
AND ANUMITA KAUR

EYIV, Ukraine — Rus-
sia’s most Important naval
ship In the Black Sea sunk
Thursday after apparently
being struck by a Ukrainian
missile, a turn that came as
Russia continued prepara-
tions for a major offensive in
eastern Ukraine and one of
its senior officials threat-
ened Finland and Sweden
for expressing interest in
Joining the North Atlantic
Treaty Organization.

Ukrainian officials in the
port city of Odesa reported
overnight that a Neptune
missile had been launched
at the Russian ship. the
Moskwva, which has been
part of the naval campaign
against Ukraine. There were
conflicting reports as to
whether one or two missiles
were lred at the ship.

Pentagon press secretary
John Kirby said he could
not confirm that a Ukrainian
missile struck the ship,
only that there had been an
explosion on board that
caused araging fire.

The Russian Defense
Ministry, which had ac-
knowledged the fire but did
not provide a cause, later re-
ported that the ship sank
while being towed in a storm,
according to state-run me-
dia.

The sinking of the Mos-
kva is a major blow for the
Russian fleet and a tactical
and public relations coup for
Ukraine at a pivotal moment
— when the country is brac-

See Ukraine, AG]

Ed Buck gets 30 years for
fatal drug and sex crimes

BY MATTHEW ORMSETH

Ed Buck, once a fixture of
West Hollywood's political
scene, was sentenced Thurs-
day to 30 years in prison for
drug and sex crimes that in-
cluded providing lethal
doses of methamphetamine
bor bwo e

To the outside world,
Buck was a champion of
causes such as fur bans and
AIDS awareness, and a

donor to Democratic office-
holders.

But behind the walls of
his Laurel Avenue apart-
ment was a nightmare. For
nearly a decade, the wealthy,
white Buck lured young
Black men at the lowest
points in their lives — home-
less, addicted, resorting to
subsistence-level sex work
— into what he called “party
and play” sessions.

Amid squalor that belied
his reputation as a man who

had achieved great wealth at
a young age, Buck plied the
men with drugs and then
sexually assaulted them
while they were unconscious
or immaobile. Intwo cases, he
injected his victims with fa-
tal amounts of metham-
phetamine.

A jury convicted Buck
last yvear of a host of felonies,
including distributing meth-
amphetamine resulting in
death and enticement to

[See Buck, Al2]

5 =
Feinstein
pushes back
on eriticism
California’s senior
senator, B8, faces new
questions about her
ability to fulfill job
responsibilities.
PERSPECTIVES, A2

School vaceine
mandate delayed
Newsom pauses state
requirement for aca-
demic year, while law-
maker says he’ll drop
his bill. cALIFORNIA, Bl

Weather
Foggy, then sunny.
L.A. Basin: 71/54. B&

7I 85944 |

I()OEOO 5

i

ROBERT GAUTHIER Los Angeles Timas

OPENING ACT

The Dodgers, led by Whalker Buehler, mount a rally
to beat the Reds 2-3 in the home opener. SPORTS, D1

Gany CORONADG Los Amgeles Times

MAYOR GARCETTI used the backdrop of the 6th
Street Bridge for his speech on the state of Lo A,

(yarcetti stresses
safety in address

Mayor, in his final
State of the City
Sp(?(‘ch. focusts on
crime, sanitation.

By DAROTA SMITH
anD JuLra Wick

r Eric Garcetti
wowed in his final State of the
City speech Thursday to en-
sure that Los Angeles is
clean and safe. an acknowl-
edgment of the uptick in vi-
olent crime and the unsani-
tary and bleak conditions on
the streets that have dogged
his last year at Clty Hall.

In his yearly address, the
mayor announced plans to
hire hundreds of sanitation
workers, including Ange-
lenos who hawve been incar-
cerated or unhoused, and
said the city would spend an
additional $1 billion on

homelessness in the coming
fiscal year.

His proposed budget, to
be released next week, will
also “bring about a safer
city,” said Garcetti, who
didn't specify how much he
would set aside for the Police
Department, which typi-
cally consumes the largest
share of “unrestricted” city
revenue — & trend that
angers groups who want
spending reduced.

“We need to ensure that
this is the safest and the
cleanest city that it can be,”™
Garcettli said during a
speech delivered from the
under-construction Bth
Street Bridge near Boyle
Helghts.

After nearly a decade as
mayor, Garceltl made his
last State of the City address
facing an uncertain future.

Nominated Lo serve as
the ambassador to India,

[See Garcetti, A9]

BUSINESS INSIDE: Southland grocery workers get a big pay raise in a three-year pact. A8
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epucacion La tasa de repetidores
se reduce a la mitad en un curso p22

GUERRA EN EUROPA. DIA 51
Rusia elevara la
amenaza nuclear
si Finlandia y
Suecia entran
en la OTAN

Medvédev asegura que desplegaria
armas cerca de los paises nordicos

C. TORRALBA / M. V. GOMEZ
Madrid / Bruselas

Rusia elevi este jueves su amena-
za a Occidente. El vicepresidente
del Consejo de Seguridad ruso,
Dmitri Medvédey, asegurd que

-
El BCE pondra
fin en verano a
- L3 . >

la adquisicion
de deuda, por
la inflacion

LLINS PELLICER. Madrid
El Banco Central Europeo
anuncio este jueves que pon-
dri fin & la compra de deuda
en verano por la fuerte infla-
cidn, agravada por la gucrra
en Ucrania. El Eurobanco de-
ja atrds el programa con el
que en los Gltimos afios ha
impulsado una expansion mo-
netaria sin  precedentes y
acerca 2 subida de los tipos
de interés, Phtma 38

EDITORIAL EN La PAGINA 10

Mosci desplegari armas nuclea-
res cerca de los paises nordicos si
Finlandia v Suecia s¢ adhicren a
la OTAN, tal ¥ como han dado a
entender en los dltimos dias. “No
habri nada mds que hablar sobre
cualquier estatus no nuclear de la
region del [mar] Béltico, el equili-
brio deberd ser restablecido”, se-
fiald, mientras Lituania respon-
dia que ¢l Ejército ruso dispone
va de este tipo de armamento en
Kaliningrado, un enclave ruso en-
tre Polonia v el territorio lituano,
La adhesién supondria ademis,
dijo Medwédev, el despliegue de
mids tropas rusas en la zona.

Las amenazas del Kremlin a
Suecia y Finlandia han sido cons-
tantes desde finales de 2021, Pese
a no pertenecer 4 la OTAN, su co-
laboracion con la Alianza ha au-
mentado en los altimos afios y
desde que Putin invadié Ucrania
los ministros de Exteriores y De-
fensa han participado en todas las
citas del grupo rasatlintico. Su
secretario general, Jens Stolten-
berg, ha dado a entender que reci-
biran a los ndrdicos rdpido v con

los brazos abiertos.  Pasmas 2 3

Mimero 16339 | EDICION MADRID | Preeia: 2,00 eurss

saBeLia Cristina Peri Rossi, el
dMmor como una droga

Engaiios y descontrol en las
compras del ‘caso Medina’

La adjudicacion se realizo sin explicar si la oferta cra la mas cara o
la mas barata y sin decir gque Luceno v su socio eran intermediarios

J0SE MANUEL ROMERD, Madrid
La investigacion de la Fiscalia An-
ticorrupcion ha destapado ¢ des-
control que reind en el Ayunta-
micnto de Madrid en la compra
de material sanitario en marzo
de 2020 alos comisionistas Alber-
to Lucefio y Luis Medina, que co-
metieron una presunta estafa de
11 millones de euros, El consejo

de administracion de su Empresa
de Servicios Funerarios, con flexi-
bilidad para pagar la mitad de la
operacion por adelantado, se reu-
nid ¢l dia 24 de madrugada a tra-
vés de un chat, segin el sumarie
del caso. La coordinadora de Pre-
supuestos, Elena Collado, les con-
o que se trataba de adquirir un
millén de mascarillas a 6,6 euros

la unidad. No explicd si era la ofer-
ta mds barata o mds cara ni dijo
que la operacion, finalmente apo-
yada por todos los grupos como
la de test ripidos v guantes, s¢
hacia a través de Lucefio y Medi-
na. “En & contrato de las medscea-
ras me lbevé el 44 85% v en la otra
operacion un 4991%7, explico
Lueefio al fiscal. PhaaiAs 14 ¥ 15

AFICIONADOS ALEMANES TOMAN EL CAMP NOU EN LA DERROTA DEL BARGA. El Barcelona fue
ayer eliminado de la Liga Europa al caer (2-3) ante el Entracht de Francfort. Unos 30.000 hinchas alemanes
viajaron ala capital catalanay en el Camp Mou e vivi un ambienta enrarecido ante la maswa presancia de

seguidores rivales, lo gue provocd una enorme palémica. «

E. FONTCUBERTA (EFE)

Picasas 31y 32

El Reino Unido
mandara a los
migrantes del
Canal a Ruanda r-

EL PAIS, en internet

La_cdicion impresa de EL
PAIS no se publica mafiana,
Sdbado Santo, salvo en Cata-
lufia ¥ Baleares. Esa edicidn
estars disponible en la aplica-
cion de EL PAIS para suscrip-
tores ¥ en Kiosko y Mis. Los
lectores encontrardn infor-
macién actualizada en elpais.
com durante las 24 horas,

Cotizacion de Twitter en Bolsa

Maximo
B0 dblares por acckon TR

Musk
ofrece

514

@
o, ane, 1 mar. jul. oot e 14 abr.
2020 AN 2022

Fuanti: ¥ahos Flnence. EL PAIS

Elon Musk se lanza por
sorpresa a por Twitter

El hombre mas rico del mundo ofrece
43.400 millones de dolares por la compaiiia

ALVARD SANCHEZ, Madrid
Elon Musk, ¢l hombre mas rico
del mundo, duciio de la compa-
fila aeroespacial SpaceX y conse-
jero delegado del fabricante de
vehiculos eléctricos Tesla, quie-
re ser duehio de su propia red
soclal. Este jueves ofrecid por

sorpresa 43400 millones de dé-
lares {casi 40,000 millones de eu-
ros) —a razon de 51,4 délares por
accion— para comprar Twitter,
que tene 217 millones de usua-
rios diarios: estd dispuesto a pa-
gar unos 185 curos por cada uno
de esos usuarios, Phama 57

Por qué quiere comprar la red social 1. pérez tolomé e3s

PRI ARG SSTERPITED Y PRESIRLAER |
PrecisReadat com + 1 604 175 4604
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Esporte B6
Idolo

colombiano

Campeao mundial
no Corinthians,
Rincon morre aos 55
apos sofrer acidente

Iustrada C4
Série "Pachinko’
mostra racismo
pouco conhecido

Guia C7

Lojas em SP tém

ar de fantasticas
fabricas de chocolate

Coelho assume a
Petrobras e elogia
politica de precos
O presidente da Petrobras,
José Mauro Coelho, defen-
deu, ao tomar posse, ser
“necessdria” para o pais a
pratica de pregos de mer
cado de combustiveis, cri-
ticada pela oposicio e por
inte, tes do governo. A
medida, diz, cria wm “am-
biente de neg6eios compe-
ritivo”. Mercado A14

Hélio Schwartsman

Bolsonaro quer
agora devastar a
historiografia

Opinido A2

Pastores suspeitos
no MEC foram ao
Planalto 35 vezes

(s pastores Arilton Moura
e Gilmar Santos, aponta-
dos como pivas do escan-
dalo do balcio de negocios
do MEC, estiveram 35 ve-
zes no Paldcio do Planalto
desde o0 comego do gover
no Bolsonaro. As informa-
coes foram divulgadas pe-
lo governo apas recusa em
fornecer dados. politicaas

Rincdn apés ganhar Mun-
dial, em 2000, no Maracana

SEXTA-FEIRA, 15 DE ABRIL DE 2022

Morte de policiais atinge
menor indice em 30 anos

PM de Sao Paulo registra queda recorde de agentes assassinados em servigo

A Policia Militar de Sao Pau-
lo registron durante o ano
passado 0 menor niimero
de agentes mortos em ser-
vigo desde que esses dados
comegaram a ser contabili-
zados, ha 31 anos.

Quatro policiais morreram
€Im 2021, um em E[)nfrurn.()
etrésdeles em acidentes de
transito durante desloca-
mentos com viaturas.

Em 2020, foram 18 polici-
ais assassinados no traba-
lho, sendo 10 em confrontos
com criminosos. A PM tem
um contingente de 82 mil
agentes. Segundo os mime-
ros obtidos pela Folha, foia
primeira vez desde 1991 que
onumerode mortes de PMs
fica na casa de um digito. QO
pior indice registrado ¢ de
1999, COM 42 vitimas.

AOS GRITOS, ALCKMIN EXALTA LULA EM EVENTO SINDICAL

Em discurso para representantes de centrais em Sao Paulo, ex-governador definiu o ex-presidente como "o maior lider popular deste pais’ politica A6

Elon Musk faz proposta para
comprar Twitter por US$ 43 bi ..

Niufragos sdo salvos no
PA com texto em garrafa
Tripulantes foram resgata-
dos pela Marinha apds pas-
sarem17 dias isolados em
uma ilha e langarem bilhe-
te e garrafa no mar. ss

EDITORIAIS AZ

Nas sombras

Acerca de visitas dos pas-
tores do MEC ao Planalto.
PM mais segura

Sobre impacto potencial
das cAmeras grava-tudo.

ATMOSFERA

S5ao0 Pawlo hoje

WhatsApp lanca grupos com
milhares depois da eleicio .-

Normalmente, hd mais
muortes de policiais quando
estio de folga —e fazem bi
COS OU reagem, por exem-
plo, a um assalto —do que
no horirio de trabalho.

A queda nos assassinatos
coincide com a implanta-

A0 das cimeras corporais,
o “0Olho Vivo", medida ado-
tada pela corporacio para
rEduw-Er a Iﬂm%adt?gulﬁial.

R$ 500

Para o diretor-presidente
do Férum Brasileiro de Se-
guranga Piblica, Renato Sér
giode Lima, além das came-
ras corporais, a acio do co-
mando é fundamental para
reduzir o niimero de vitimas.
“Quando o comando segura,
reduz os confrontos”

Em 2021, a PM registrou
891 confrontos, contra 124
no ano anterion. cotidiane B1

© Maricne Bargame, Fothapress

Criadores nao ficardao reféns da
rede, diz chefe do Instagram ...

Lizarc Ribeiro /Museu da Momdria de Goyaz

GOIAS RETOMA PROCISSAO DO FOGAREU E RELEMBRA VITIMAS DA COVID

Fiéis com tochas em Goias (GO); patriménio imaterial do estado, celebracio de 277 anos voltou as ruas na Semana Santa
apas dois anos de pausa por causa da pandemia, com um minuto de siléncio pelos que morreram com a doenga cotidiano B4

Moskva, principal
navio russo de
guerra, afunda

O principal navio de guer
rada Rissiano mar Negro,
o Moskva, simbolo do po-
dernaval do pais,ahmgjuu
ontem. Os ucranianos afir
mam que a embarcacio foi
atingida por um missil; os.
russos dizem gue houve
um incéndio depois daex-
plosio de munigio trans-
portada nonavio. Munde A9

A pandemia em 14.abr

Dados das 206

Populatio vacinada no Brasil

pamEeEy 7S.7%
Ghbitos

Média mével Em 24 h

s

M7 b oasawr —

SE1.855

“Nariagho em relacio a 14 dias
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Les institutions s’imposent
dans le duel Macron-Le Pen

Proportionnelle, référendum, retour au septennat, convention citoyenne, RIC: les deux
candidats rivalisent d'imagination pour séduire les Francais et tenter de refonder la démocratie.

Depuis qu'ils sont arrives en
téte du premier tour, margqué
par un haut niveau d'absten-
tion (26,3 %), Emmanuel
Macron et Marine Le Pen
confrontent leur vision des
institutions. Ravivant ainsi le
vieux débat entre tenants de

la démocratie directe et par-
tisans de la démocratie re-
présentative, Proportionnelle
intégrale, éventuel retour au
septennat et participation ci-
rovenne pour le président,
référendum, RIC et propor-
rionnelle pour Marine Le Pen.

Dans les deux camps, le
constat est partagé : élections
aprés  élections, sondages
aprés sondages, les Frangals
expriment leur besoin d'une
« refondation  démocratiguie .
Une majorité d'entre eux
(57 ") estiment que la démo-

nquante jours
d’enfer:
les visages
de la guerre
en Ukraine

D nsive ru

survie. Le

chacun a leur

cratie ne fonctionne pas bien,
selon un récent baromeétre de
la confiance politique réalisé
par le Cevipof. Une étude qui
pousse les candidats a inno-
ver dans un domaine pour
tant Souvent percu comme
technique et compligqueé.

= PARTICIPATION CITOYENNME,
SEPTENNAT: LES PISTES
DU PRESIDENT-

- LES CONDITIONS I'UNE
REFONDATION DEMOCRATIQUE
PAGES 4, 5 ET LEDITORIAL

E EDITOR].AL par Vincent Trémalet de Villers viremolet@lefigarofr
Urgence institutionnelle

es jours de meélancolie politique,
guand les polémigues minuscules et
les indignations surjowées se dispu
tent les bandeaux des chaines d'info,
quand la patrouille des castors « fait
barrage», quand des étudiants, en pleine
guerre d'Ukraine, bloguent keurs facs en
chantant L' Infernationale, quand sont trainés a
terre des militants venus perturber meetings
ol oonférences de presse, il armive que "on
s'interroge sur les effets du suffrage universel
direct. Rend-il fou? Rend- il bére? En verité,
I"élection présidentielle n'est pour rien dans
cette dérive. Mais, 4 force de lul donner un
rale central, total, définitif, elle concentre une
fois tous les cing ans toute I'énergie politique
des citovens, Ensuite viennent des législatives
de confirmation, ou le gagnant gagne tout et le
perdant est nu. Puls des élections intermédiai
res et bocales qui, avant "ige de la retraite, ne
déplacent plus personne, La frustration qui en
découle est telle que, en 2017 comme en 022,
le rendez-vous des urnes oppose non plus
deux projets antagonistes mais deux visions
contraires de la démocratie. La premiére, celle
d’Emmanuel Macron, s"articule autour do
suffrage, des traités européens, des principes
et des jurisprudences des différentes cours; la

secondle, celle de Marine Le Pen, fait primer,
sur cette subtile construction politique et jurl
dique, la volonté populaire dont les référen-
dums i répétition serajent I"expression la plus
pure. En schématisant, kes premiers se méfient
du peuple, trop imprévisible, et tempérent sa
souveraineté par la foree du droit, la sagesse de
. I'E-'.r:al et bes vertus
Une crise de  Texpertise.

democratique  Les seconds, au

A risque de la dé-
ql.ll tl‘aVEl‘se magogic, veulent
tout I'Occident

ctendre indéfini

ment son pou
wvair, qu'ils considerent confisque par des éli-
tes «hors-sol=, et forcément deéfaillantes.
Dans la querelle institutionnelle entre les deux
candidats apparait, de facon carlcaturale, la
crise démocratique qui traverse tout 1'Occl
dent, Une représentation nationale qui repré-
senterait véritablement les électeurs serait un
premier point dapaisement. Le PS et LR re-
groupent 130 députés, le RN et LFI n'en ont
méme pas ! Cest en restaurant e minimum
wvital de I'équilibre démocratique (proportion-
nelle, nouveau rythme électoral, pratique rai
sonnable du référendum) que I'on fera décroi-
tre le vote tribunitien. m

SN OB 5853

Elon Musk
prét a
déebourser
43 milliards
pour soffrir
Twitter

Le fantasque Elon Musk a mis
sur la table 43 milliards de dol-
lars pour racheter Twitter. En-
tré au capital du réseau social
ces derniéres semaines, le pa-
tron de Tesla et de SpaceX juge
que Pentreprise californienne
ne respecte pas suffisamment
la libertéd d'expression. « Twit-
ter @ un patentiel extraordinaire.
Je vais le libérer =, écrit-il ce
jeudi au conseil d’administra-
thon, qui va examiner son offre.
Il n'est pas exclu qu'un géant
de la tech surenchérisse. .
PAGES RET23
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Green transition

Germany to double renewable
power capacity in 8 years

WORLD, PAGE 10
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Xi: Build world-class spaceport

Presidenttours
Wenchang launch
facility in Hainan
By ZHAOQ LEI

stgpohiing

tlyrcom_en

President Xi Jinping has called
on the Wenchang Space Launch
Center in the southern island prov-
ince of Hainan to build itself into a
wiorld-class spaceport.

Xi made the remark on Tuesday
afternoon as he visited the launch
complex, the newest and southern-
mast of its kind in China.
Inside X, whoisalso gen-
—_—  eral secretary of the
Communist Party of
China Central Com-
mittee and chairman
of the Central Military Commis-
sion, said that the Wenchang center
must uphaold & spirit of hard work
and perseverance, research the lat-
est developments in the global
space fiekd and the strategic needs
of China's space industry, strength-
en its sense of mission and respon-
sibility, take the lead in innovation

Editarial
page 8

and comprehensively boost its
space lannch capabilities.
He stressed that the facility is

tasked with servicing China’s new-
generation, heavy-lift carrier rock-
Pls and it plays a significant role in
the country’s deep-space explora-
tion emndeavors, making it guite
unigue in the nation’s space sector.
The president said the center
should make full plans and prepa-
rations for upooming launch mis-
sions, which will deploy multiple
spacecraft inorbit to complete Chi-
na's Tiangong space station. It
should strive to make all these mis-
shoms successful and make new
achievements to welcome the 20th
Mational Congress of the Commu-
nist Party of China, which is sched-
uled to be held later this vear,
Accompanied by General Zhang
Youxia, avice-chairman of the Centrml
Military Commission, and several
other high-ranking military officers,

By CAO CHEN
and ZHOU WENTING in Shanghai

Shanghal has bolstered caregiving
services for the r"l(lm'}\ who live
alone, patients witk
people with disabilities, and low-in-
come families during the latest wave
of COVID-19 infections.

Civil affairs authorities in the city
collected information about ebderly
people in need of help and carried out
care campaigns to share with them
boeal prevention and control policies
and offer psychological counseling.

At the Taichen commumity in Jia-
ding district, for example, the neigh-
borhood committee  has  been
offering elderly people who live by
themseives free fresh food.

“My husband and [ have trouble
using smartphones to purchase food
omnline, The committes helps us order
food and donates daily necessities to
us We're grateful,” said a resident sur-
remsed Gu.

The service is also available in oth-
er regions, including the Xujiat |1.u
subdistrict where a team of
ers pollect take-away Imea
bocal canteens arndd deliver them to
elderly individuals.

Jiahui Health, which is responsible
for nucleic acid tests in Xuhuis Hong-
mei subdistriet, said medical workers
proactively provided services to more
than D00 elderly residents and other
vilnerable people at their doorsten,

)

President Xi linping inspects the launching tower and other facilities at the Wenchang Spacecraft Launch Site in Hainan province on

Tuesday. He extended his greetings to al

Xi inspected aunch towers and other
imfrastructure and listened to a report
about the centers condition and
development plan and the preparato-
ry work for upeoming missions.
According to a report on China
Central Television, Xi was given a
guided tour of the assembly and
testing halls of the Tianzhou 4 car-
g0 spaceship and the Long March 7
carrier rocket that will take the car-
go craft into space.

Through this tour, Xi has com-
pleted his inspections of all of Chi-
na’s space launch facilities.

In February 2013, he visited the
Jingquan Satellite Launch Center in
the Inner Mongolia autonomous
region, which was his first inspection
of a Chinese space launch hase fol-
lowing his election as general secre-
tary of the CPC Central Committee.

In June 2017, he inspected the
Taivuan Satellite Launch Center in
Shanxi provimnce, and e visited the
Xichang Satellite Launch Center in
Sichuan provinee in February 2008,

After years of selection and diseus-
siom, the central government decided
to build & launch site in Wenchang,

Patients who have recovered from COVID-19 lecne the National
Exhibiticn and Convention Center, the largest makeshift hospital
in Shanghai. on Thursday. LAl XiNUM ¥ JIEFANG DALY

“Each of the 27 workers in the team
climbed at
the testing in these neighborhoods
without lifts to help the groups in
need” sakd Lya Yubo, a doctor from
the hospital’s imaging department.
In-house serviees are available for
elderly people with chronic diseases
living alone or those whoe require
assistance with daily personal care.
The Shanghai Disabled Persons'
Federation has also connected with
disabled individuals to determine
their needs. Such individuals can
eontact a hotline for counseling.
Official data shows that local rescie
management stations have taken care
of nearly 1LO00 poeople who have poor
living conditions due to the cuthreak,
Some 640 million yuan ($100.5
million) in social ass e funds
was distributed in March to over
70,000 residents strugeling finan-
cially due to COVID-19, according to
the Shanghai Civil Affairs Bureai.
or those suffering from severe
diseases, such as cancer or mental ill-
ness, the Shanghai Red Cross Society

80 floors each day of

has raised funds to help with their
essential needs.

The Shanghai Health Commission
said the city currently has nine people
with severe COVID-2 infections,
including eight aged between 70 and
53 All receive medical treatiment with
additional healthcare at designated
hospitals, said Wo Gianyi. a primary
inspector with the comom I

“All of the elderly COVID patients
have serious underlying diseases
she said, adding that none

has
received a OOVID-10 vaceine shot.
Shanghai registered 27719 locally

transmitte]  infections,  including

2573 confirmed cases, on Wednesday,
”)L‘ rJa]L\' mumiber |J‘" neEwly reported

Comnilferes Bhe sorifers ot
eaochien @ chinadaily com.en
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he staff stationed at the site. U GanG #
Hainan provinees, in 2007,

September 2009 and was complet-

launching heavreeight
deep-space
nents of the Tiangong sp

The biggest advantage of the
ity is its low

RIMHLA

Construction work started in

ed in October 2004. The first launch
at the facility took place in June
2016 with the debut of the Long
March 7 rocket.

Covering about 12 square Kilome-
ters, the equivalent of 1,700 soccer
fields, the center is tasked with
satellites,

COMIpO-
nee station.

probues,  amd

latitude — only 19

degrees north of the equator, whi
enables rockets to save considerable
fuel and to carry heavier payioads,

erful in the country
China'’s Chang'e 5 lunar probse, the
Tiamwen 1 Mars explorer and the
il-  Tangongspace station's core module
wereall launched from the facility:

compared with launches from the
other three centers in China

So far, the Wenchang center has
serviced 16 launch missions. It is the
only launch facility in China capable
of launching Long March 5-series
rockets, the biggest and most pow-
rocket fleet.

CHINESE DEVELOP
THEIR TASTE FOR

SCOTCH WHISKY

Demand rising, especially
aImong VOounger generation

By WANG MINGJILE in Loadon

gt el efeimmdriyni.com

hinese consumers” evolv-

ing taste for high-end

spirits has pushed their

spending on  Scotch
whisky to a record high over the
past two years despite disruption
to the trade cansed by the COVID-
15 pandemnic,

Latest figures from the Scotch
Whisky Association show that
since 2019, the Chinese mainland
has recorded the strongest
growth for whisky produced in
Scotland, with the total value of
this market last year reaching 198
million pounds (8258 million), a
rise of 123 percent compared with
B Years ago.

Global exports of Scotch grew
to 4.51 billion poumnds last year,
with the mainland one of the key
emerging markets contriboating to
growth. The Chinese market rose

c|"?1depth

by nearly 85 percent in 2021 alone,
maiking it the fifth-largest export
market by valoe, according to the
association.

Graeme Littlejohn, the associa-
tions director of strategy and com-
munications, said, “Some markets,
such as China, have gone against
the grain and demonstrated strong
groswth inspite of COVID-19.

“In recent yvears, China has seen
a shift toward premiwm prodoets,
with Scotch whisky among them.
Single malt Scotch now makes up
over S0 percent of exports to this
market, which may explain the
strong growth seen during the
pandemic”

Sec Whishay, poge 2
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RIGHT TRACK

PBOC to
deploy tools
to support
real economy

By ZHOU LANXU and LI XIANG

The People’s Bank of China, the
central bank, said on
it will use multiple maone-
tary tools to step up support for the
real economy and reduce oorporate
financing costs.,

Economic experts said they expect

the PEOC to launch high-profile eas-
ing measures, including a cut in the
reserve requirement ratio this week
at the earliest, while the possibility of
a near-lerm interest rate reduction
5.
The PBROC will punctually and
flexibly use multiple monetary tooks,
improve the functioning of mone-
tary policy on both the sggregate and
structural fromis, and beef up sup-
port for the real economy,” said Ruan
Janhong, a spokeswoman for the
central bank.

With policy assistance, the coun-
try's credit growth is expected to be
steady and facilitate economic recov-
ery, Ruan said, adding that China’s
qm economic fundamentals

ain solid despite resurgent cases
of COVID-19 and a rise in external
uncertainties.

Ruan made the remarks at a news
conference on Thursday after the
State Council, China% Cabinet,
decided at an executive meeting on
Wednesday to lower the reserve
requirement ratio at an appropriate
time,

The RRR refers to the proportion
of money that lenders must hold as
reserves. China last cut the RRR in
December by 0.5 percentage point,
sending the weighted average RRR
0 &4 percent.

Sun Guobeng, head of the PBROCS
monetary policy department, said
the RER cut will be part of the central
banks stepped-up efforts to redoce
financing eosts in the real economy
amd strengthen financial tance
1o sectors hit hard by COVID-19, such
as small and micm enterprises and
self-emploved businesses,

Sun pclded that the PBOC will also
launch two targeted re-lending facili-
ties at an early date to boost techno-
logical innovation and inclusive
elderly care services.

See PBOC, page 3
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Genetic resource rules to have wide impact

By ZHANG ZHIHAOQ
=hinghitbee raneterily, o

China'’s new rules in the pipeline
on hurman genetic resouroes Will clar-
jurisdictions of regulatory bodies
and enhance supervision nelated to
biopharmacentical research, and will

have a lasting impact on internation-
al cooperation regarding the nation’s
bicamaterials, experts said.

Last month, the Ministry of Sei-
ence and Technology released the
draft implementation rules for
human genetic resources mange-
ment. The proposal, now in its pub-

lic consultation phase, will be a
meajor addition to China’s regulation
of human genetic resources follow-
ing the adoption of the Biosecurity
Law amd the Data Security Law, both
of which took effect last year.

Ser Genelics, poge 3



